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Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee Meeting held  

on Wednesday 18th September 2019 at 5.30pm in the Lecture Room 

 

Present: Cllrs Hall, Mitchell (Chair) and Simons 

In Attendance: G Newcombe – Clerk 

Absent: Cllrs Cole and Sutherland 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

19/01 Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 

19/02 To receive declarations of interest to items on the agenda 

There were no declarations of interest. 

19/03 To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd May 2019 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair Cllr Mitchell. 

19/04 Public Participation – time set aside for residents to raise issues 

A member of the public raised concerns regarding management of the open spaces at 

Manor Holt.  It was agreed to move agenda item17 as the next item for discussion. 

 19/05 Manor Holt – Open Spaces 

Cllr Mitchell explained that he had been in contact with residents at Manor Holt who raised 

concerns about the management and running costs of the open spaces at Manor Holt. This 

area was not adopted by the local authority or parish council and is the responsibility of a 

management company who are investigating if it is possible for the parish council to adopt 

the play area.  It was agreed that the management company should provide further 

details to the committee to consider before any further discussion takes place. 

19/06 Dog Waste Bins – update 

The dog bin at Whatton Oaks has recently been installed.  CBC explained that when a new 

bin is installed, they monitor it on numerous occasions on a weekly basis over a period of 

time to see how often it will require emptying on a regular basis.  Their system does not 

appear to be working as we have received complaints and photographs of the bin which 

is overflowing.  This matter has been reported to CBC. 

19/07 Charles Church/Persimmon Homes – update on outstanding matters 

It is almost 4 years since representatives from the parish council met with Charles Church to 

discuss adoption of the open spaces, we still await progression.  The next meeting to discuss 

outstanding matters has been arranged and will take place in October.  It was noted that 

the grass has been cut more regularly and the bins are being emptied at Warren 

Way/Saxon Drive areas. 
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19/08 Cemetery Memorials 

Cllr Mitchell attended a course on Cemetery Memorials.  Testing should take place every 5 

years.  The Clerk explained that the new Cemetery Software, once populated will be able 

to record the inspections.  A request for a garden waste bin at the Cemetery has been 

rejected by CBC on the grounds that the sticker for the bin can only be delivered to the 

property if it has a letter box.  CBC have insisted that they can’t deliver the sticker for the 

bin to the parish council office.  A complaint has been made to CBC regarding this matter. 

19/09 S106 monies for Adult & Young People’s recreation 

A letter was received from a resident requesting a Basketball Court at Fowke Street Playing 

Field.  Cllr Mitchell explained that there is a sum of S106 money available for adult/youth 

recreation in the village.  It was agreed to engage with young people in the village to find 

out what their priorities would be for new equipment. 

19/10 Biodiversity Matters 

• William Davis Homes 

Cllr Mitchell and the Clerk met with representatives from WDH to discuss adoption of the 

Biodiversity Park.  It was agreed that the parish council would not have the experience 

required to manage this land.  WDH to contact the Wildlife Trust to see if they are interested 

in adopting this area. 

• Wild Flower Areas 

Article to be placed in the Rothley Post asking for volunteers interested in 

planting/maintaining wildlife areas in the village to attend. It was suggested that the 

Donkey Field could be turned into a wildflower meadow and the area at the corner of 

Woodgate/Babbington Road. 

19/11 Open Spaces – updates 

• Fowke Street Playing Field 

Two recently planted trees in the copse have not been flourishing.  The crowns have been 

slightly raised and they will be monitored. 

A new swing seat has been ordered. 

• Bunney’s Field 

The work to the cobbles is complete. 

• Donkey Field 

See minute ref 19/10 

• Town Green Street Playing Fields 

It was reported that criminal damage had been done by someone with a small flame 

burner which has also occurred at other sites around the village. The destruction of a 

memorial plaque has been reported to the local PCSO. 

• Mountsorrel Lane Playing Fields 

Following an onsite meeting with the contractor it was agreed that work will take place in 

November to level the playing field and re-seed.  The area will then be re-seeded again in 

the spring. 

Discussion took place over the issue of dogs on the playing field.  With more and more 

young children using the new play equipment the Open Spaces Committee suggested 

that the council explore the issues surrounding making the area dog free.  This would 
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include amongst other issues looking at the legalities and consulting the community before 

bringing the matter to Full Council for consideration. 

19/12 Inspection Reports 

 All reports are up to date and actions carried out. 

19/13 Christmas Lights 

Clerk to obtain quotations. We have been informed by LCC that we do not have to get the 

brackets stress tested again this year this can be carried out by our contractor. 

19/14 To consider request for Grit Bin on Woodfield Road 

 Cllr Mitchell to survey the area and report back with a recommendation to full council. 

19/15 To consider request for Basketball Court at Fowke Street Playing Fields 

 This matter was discussed under agenda item 19/09. 

19/16 To consider request to cut conifers at Rothley Sports & Social Club Bowls Green 

 Resolved to obtain quotations. 

19/17 To agree date for Tree Survey at various sites 

 Survey to be carried out every 2 years, next survey due January 2020 

19/18 Date and time of next meeting – to be confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.20 pm 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………. 

 

 

Date: …………………………………………………… 


