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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st December 2020 at 6.30pm 

This meeting took place virtually via Zoom 

Present: Cllrs Brettle, Bromwich, Ferguson, Gross, Hall, Hartshorn (Chair), Mitchell, 
Simons and Watts. 

 
In attendance Gail Newcombe Clerk/RFO, Sue Wyles Senior Administrator, Cllr Leon 

Hadji-Nikolaou (CBC), Cllr M Charles (CBC), G Moore PC 330, J Jackson Rothley Post 
 
 

MINUTES 

The Chair started the meeting by introducing our new Parish Councilor Nathanial 

Bromwich and welcoming him to the Parish Council. 
 
20/279 Apologies to receive and approve apologies for absence. 

 There were no apologies for absence. 

20/280 Declarations of Interest – to receive declarations of interest related to items on the   

               Agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 

20/281 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the Council Meeting held on  
              Monday 16th November 2020 

 Resolved the minutes be signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the 
               Meeting.    

20/282 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the Extraordinary Council   

Meeting held on Monday 7th December 2020  

 Resolved the minutes be signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the 

                Meeting.    

20/283 Police Report 

PC 330 G Moore attended the meeting.  He updated the Committee on Crime in the area.  

There has been one incident of vehicle crime in the last 28 days a suspect has been 
arrested and charged.  Anti-social behavior has been reported on Farmers Way and a 

road safety issue on Holmfield Lane and Baum Drive. Concern was raised regarding a 
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post of Spotted Rothley of a gathering to take place on Christmas Eve on the Green.  As 

this is not in keeping with current guidelines this is something the police will be “keeping 
an eye on”. 

20/284 Public Participation  

Concern was raised regarding planning application P/20/2140/2 and members of the 
public joined the meeting to hear what the Parish Council are saying in terms of their 

objection to the application.  The Chair informed members of the public that we would be 
objecting and would go through our list of objections at agenda item 9 (ii).  The Chair 
advised the public to get as many people as possible to upload their objections to 

Charnwoood’s Planning Portal.  The deadline to comment has been extended until 14th 
January 2021. 

20/285 Clerks Report  

a) Correspondence/Updates 

The archiving has now been completed and shredded by a specialist shredding company. 

A Freedom of Information Request has been received by a resident regarding Speed 
Activated Signs in the village. 

 b) LRALC/SLCC Newsletter and Round Robins – to consider and comment to content 
 previously circulated. 

 Contents noted. 

20/286 Borough and County Councillors Reports 

Cllr Hadji-Nikolaou explained that he supports the expansion of the primary school and 

reported there is three million pounds in funding available from LCC.  The issue is the 
extra piece of land that is needed, he stated he is not convinced the school expansion 
should be linked to the building of 70 additional houses.  He raised concern that the 

school extension would fall into the area of separation between Broadnook and Rothley 
which stands 200 yards from the school.  If the application is successful this area of 

separation will virtually disappear. 

Cllr Charles explained the old local plan has expired and a new local plan was being 
adopted due to the Governments white planning paper which was using an algorithm 

which would have given Charnwood an additional 500 houses per annum.  This week th e 
Government have decided to change this plan and have put a new algorithm in place 

which will put Charnwoood’s housing plan back to what was agreed in 2017.  Once the 
local plan is back in position it would give Charnwood back its 5-year housing supply 
which is crucial because planning can then be approved on a more selective basis.  The 

Parish Councils request for an extension on application P/20/2140/2has been approved 
and a 2-week extension on comments was agreed. 

20/287 Planning  

To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 14th December 
2020 and approve proposals 

Resolved all resolutions were approved as presented. 
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To consider response to the following application: 

P/20/2140/2 
Erection of new detached school building to rear of existing primary school including 
relocation of hard ball court, additional staff parking & extension to drop off car park with 

extended access (full application) and erection of up to 70 dwellings including 
landscaping, drainage infrastructure & access to existing allotments with all matters 

reserved except access (outline permission). Revised scheme P/20/0610/2 refers 
Land South of Farmers Way/Brookfield Road, Rothley, Leicestershire 

Resolved to object: 

Rothley Parish Council (RPC) objects to this application on the following grounds: 

1. The emerging Rothley Neighbourhood Plan has now been subject to independent 

examination. The examiners final report recommends that the plan should, subject 
certain amendments, proceed to referendum. Once amended the plan will include the 
following:  

 Policy R01 Development within Rothley Limits to Development 

Development proposals for small scale residential development within the Rothley Limits 

to Development will be supported 

(Note: The Local Plan regards ‘small scale developments’ as up to 9 units; the planning 

application includes 70 new houses on a site which is outside the Limits to Development) 

Policy R02 Development outside Rothley Limits to Development 

With the exception of development sites allocated in the Local Plan, proposals for 

development outside of the Limits to Development must be for either: 

i) A rural housing exception scheme; or  

ii) Homes in the countryside as set out at paragraph 79 of the NPPF; or 

iii) Rural or agricultural business development in accordance with paragraph 83 of the 

NPPF. 

(Note: the planning application includes 70 new houses on a site which is outside the 

Limits to Development) 

Policy R05 Areas of Local Separation  

A strategic approach is supported to the protection of the countryside and maintaining 

and enhancing the separation between the existing village of Rothley and neighbouring 

settlements. In line with the evidence supporting the Draft Charnwood Local Plan 2019 – 

2036 two Areas of Local Separation are designated as identified on the adjacent map. 

(Note: the planning application includes 70 new houses in one of these areas of local 
separation) 

2. A need for the additional houses is not recognized in the draft CBC Local Plan or the 
existing Local Plan. The existing core strategy specifically states that service centre 

villages, of which Rothley is one, have already had 25% more houses built than are 
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required to satisfy housing requirements up to 2028. Only sites that are on brownfield 

sites within limits of development and not in areas of settlement separation should be 
permitted. This site fails on all 3 points. 

3. The proposed site is on greenfield land, between Rothley and the proposed Broadnook 

development, which both the draft CBC Local Plan and the emerging Rothley 
Neighbourhood Plan propose should be designated as an ‘Area of Local Separation’. 

4. The proposed site is outside the limits of development of Rothley. 

5. The need for 6 extra classrooms is questionable. The predicted entrance figures 
available to RPC suggest that 4 would be sufficient. Figures we have suggested the 

school extension is not required for the next 2 years intake of pupils. LCC Education 
have funds available to build the extension to the school without the additional houses. 

6. The 70 additional houses would create around 300 more vehicle movements per day on 
Warren Way, all at peak times. The cross roads at Loughborough Road, Hallfields Lane 
& Cossington Lane are already well over capacity. The Broadnook development will put 

more stress on this junction. This development is an unnecessary step too far. 

7. This development will have a detrimental effect on the Rothley conservation areas 

especially in Town Green Street. 

8. The proposed access to the Allotments is not suitable. Present members of the 
allotments are mainly elderly and will find this access challenging. 

9. We would like to speak at the plans committee considering this application. 

20/288 Rothley Centre Refurbishment – to receive a verbal update from the Chair of the 
Premises and Health & Safety Committee. Cllr Gross explained that we had a meeting 

with CBC to discuss the quotation for the condition survey.  The asset manager at 
Charnwood wanted us to go back to the company who work through the framework and 
obtain 3 quotations for the condition survey, they also asked us to obtain a quotation for 

the consultancy fees for the whole project.  As they had not seen the results of a 
condition survey, we did not think this was possible as we would not know what the 

results of the survey would show.  It was our understanding that this was not necessary 
as this was part of the framework.  Following the meeting the Clerk spoke to the Head of 
Procurement at Charnwood who confirmed that we did not need to seek further 

quotations as it was part of the framework, this has now delayed the project. 
20/289 Financial Items for consideration 

a) To approve the minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee Meeting Held on 

24th November 2020 and approve resolutions 

Resolved all resolutions were approved as presented. 

b) To approve the Precept for the amount of £190,207.00 and for the Chairman, two 
other councillors and the Clerk to sign the precept demand form from Charnwood 
Borough Council 

Resolved to approve. 

c) Local Support Grants verbal update from the Clerk 
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Our application for the Local Restrictions Support Grant was unsuccessful, we have 

been informed by CBC that we will find out on 22nd December if our application for a 
Discretionary Grant has been successful.  We are not entitled to a rates holiday as we 
have more than one non-domestic property that we pay rates for. 

d) Lord Macaulay’s Walk – request for donation towards interpretation board – It 
was requested that this item be moved to confidential items as it contained 

information of a confidential nature.  It was Resolved to move to confidential items. 

e) To consider renewing annual membership to CPRE for £36.00 per annum 

Resolved to renew membership. 

f) To approve schedule of payments due for month 

Resolved to approve the schedule of payments for the amount of £16,827.84 for the 

month of December as tabled in appendix 5. 

g) Income and Expenditure report  

Resolved to approve. 

h) Cash Book Summary  

Resolved to approve.  

The public and press are asked to leave the meeting at this point to allow consideration of 
the next item (under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
20/290 Confidential Matters 

 Noted on page 6 of confidential minutes. 

• Donation for Interpretation Board 

• Lease Matters 

• To receive the Phase One Environmental Assessment Report 

• To Receive the Condition Survey 

 
20/291 Date of next Meeting - Monday 18th January 2021 at 6:30pm. 

 
The Meeting closed at 7:40pm. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………..Date………………………………………. 


